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May 26, 2011
Updated Situation Report – Joplin Tornado Response   11:00 am CDT

BRIEF HISTORY

Sunday May 22

21:30 hours   Greene County ARES responded to Greater Ozarks Chapter of Red Cross to establish communications with the Red Cross Satellite office in Joplin, Mo. using Jasper County ARES.  Jasper County ARES also sent a ham to the Red Cross shelter that was established at MSSU.

Also during this period Freeman Hospital, in Joplin, was communicating to the Springfield hospitals via Amateur Radio.

Monday May 23

06:00 hours   Communications re-established between Joplin & Springfield Red Cross offices.  At 17:00 hours it was determine that the link between Joplin and Springfield Red Cross offices was no longer required. 
09:00 hours   Freeman hospital requested that ham links to Springfield hospitals be discontinued. Communications between the Joplin Shelter and office was maintained throughout the day.  The Radio operation was moved from the Joplin office to the newly established Red Cross Disaster Headquarters location.
Tuesday May 24

Members of the Newton County ARES group responded as relief operators and maintained communications between the Red Cross Disaster headquarters and the ARC shelter.  It was requested by ARC to stand down at both locations at 16:30 hours.
RECENT AND ONGOING EVENTS

Wednesday May 25

07:00 hours   Jasper County EOC and Newton County EOC requested communication link between the two facilities.  Webster County ARES responded with additional equipment and manpower and the communications link was operational by 18:30 hours and is being maintained on a 24 hr basis.

14:30 hours    An earlier request by Saturn for ARES support was finalized.  Request is for 1 ARES member for the weekend plus a standby operator.  Due to Saturn policy all hams must be registered ARES members.

22:30 hours   Received request for Ham support for CERT operations that will start at 07:00 on Thursday.  Number of hams needed and duration is unknown.  ARES membership is not a requirement.

Thursday May 26

07:30 hours   Saturn requested 4 ARES operators for each day for the week starting 5-30-11.
We will need outside help to accomplish this. Will send memo to ARES Mo. Section with additional details.

07:30   Deployed 5 hams with CERT teams.  CERT is to be in area at least thru the weekend and will require ham support.   Number required is unknown.

Cecil Higgins, District D ADEC is ARES leader on site and in charge of all ARES operations at this time.  Direct contact is 417-536-9340 – Please don’t call unless message is urgent.  Email is Higgins.cecil@gmail.com    His email is checked at least a couple times daily.   Cecil is in contact with me by phone as the situation changes and to avoid unnecessary stress/confusion/time conflicts please feel free to contact me by home phone at 417-886-7137 or email at w0krb@yahoo.com  for answer to non time sensitive inquiries.
73,

Ken Baremore  W0KRB

Section Emergency Coordinator

ARES Missouri Section
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